					
	

Freedom of Information Act Request
[bookmark: R0bd164e4dbe740bbb4bd60e1b548f6ff]
Reference: 	ECC20418727 05 26
Response:	28 May 2026

I can confirm that Essex County Council does not hold this information.

[bookmark: R7c8b99fe11674a48929d90318ab60387]Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I would like to request information held by the Council relating to “exempt accommodation” (EA).

Unless specified otherwise, please provide the following information for each financial year from 2018/19 to 2025/26 inclusive, or for the latest date for which data is available.

Question 1 - Total housing benefit expenditure
For each financial year, please provide the total amount of housing benefit expenditure (sometimes referred to as “enhanced housing benefit”) paid in respect of all claims that meet the definition of exempt accommodation under housing benefit regulations.

Question 2 - Number of successful claims
Please provide the number of successful housing benefit claims relating to residents living in exempt accommodation.

Question 3 - Number of exempt accommodation properties
Please provide the total number of properties being used as exempt accommodation within the Council’s area.

Question 4 - Breakdown of provider types
For the properties identified in question 3, please provide a breakdown by provider type, including:
A) number of registered providers / housing associations (registered with the regulator of social housing)
B) number of registered charities only
C) number of community interest companies (CICS)
D) number of private limited companies
E) number owned by the council
F) number classified as other provider types (please specify the type)

Question 5 - Providers of exempt accommodation
Please provide a list of all organisations or individuals operating or registered as providers of Exempt accommodation within the Council’s area as of the date of this request.





Question 6 - Weekly housing benefit amounts
Regarding the weekly housing benefit paid per resident in exempt accommodation, please provide for each financial year:
A) highest weekly amount paid
B) average weekly amount paid
C) lowest weekly amount paid

Question 7 - Average length of stay
Please provide the average length of stay for residents living in exempt accommodation.

Question 8 - Assessment of new providers
Please provide details of the Council’s current process for assessing new providers of exempt supported accommodation before housing benefit payments are approved. This may include any due diligence, quality assurance, safeguarding checks, inspections, referral pathways, or standards applied.

If any part of this request exceeds the appropriate cost limit under Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act, please advise how the scope may be refined so that the request can be processed.
If any information is held but exempt from disclosure, please provide the remaining information and specify the exemption relied upon.
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