					
	
					
	

Freedom of Information Act / Environmental Information Regulations Request

Reference: 	ECC19567323 12 25
Response:	20 January 2026

I can confirm that Essex County Council does hold some of this information, and where we are able to release this, our response is listed below.

Please now accept this as a public access request for the detailed information on the repairs to this road: 

The questions I would like answered are as follows: 

(For the avoidance of any doubt I am referring to the full length of Church Road, that goes through Fordham and the areas outside the village envelope). 

1. how much have you spent on patch repairs on this road (by year) since 2019?
1. who did you contract the work to, and why?
1. when was the work last publicly tendered for, and what route/method for tenders, did you use?

We do not record the cost of each and every individual job that takes place on the highway, so cannot give information on how much was spent. The time and expense of recording this information for each job would be prohibitive and is not a requirement of the partnership.

Works are delivered under the partnership between Essex County Council and Ringway Jacobs, called Essex Highways. Under the Essex Highways partnership procurement of works is not via a ‘schedule of rate contract’ where the cost of each piece of work undertaken is known prior to delivery. In order to derive savings attributed to economies of scale, items of works are often batched together and the corresponding lowest ‘target costs’ obtained from the Ringway Jacobs Limited wide supply chain or works are carried out by our in-house crews.

The overall highways contract with Ringway Jacobs Limited commenced on 1st April 2012 and was openly tendered to the market by Essex County Council. 

1. how many fines / chargers have been submitted to these contractors for repairs ‘that have opened up again’ within a short period of time?

Essex County Council does not issue fines or charges in relation to work failures, however where a repair has been identified as a works failure the contractor or their supply chain partners are responsible for carrying out remedial works at their own expense. 

1. did you make a public statement about any concerns you may have regarding the heavy vehicles that are using this road, and especially in regards to the proposed ‘Tilbury’ pylon project, that will see hundreds of heavy vehicles (daily) using this road, that is already not coping with the heavy traffic?

There is no record of any statement being made regarding the use of Church Road (Fordham) in connection with the Norwich to Tilbury project. Furthermore, it is understood that the current proposals for the routing of construction traffic contained in the application for Development Consent submitted by National Grid do not use Church Road or travel through the village of Fordham. 

For information, in respect of the Norwich to Tilbury project, Essex County Council submitted a Relevant Representation dated 27 November 2025 which identifies our highway concerns regarding the project. This can be found on the Council’s website https://www.essex.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-12/Relevant%20Representations%20response%20for%20the%20Norwich%20and%20Tilbury%20NSIP.pdf. Further details regarding the Norwich to Tilbury project can be found Norwich to Tilbury - Project information

1. when was the last time you did a detailed structural independent review of the road, the traffic flows, and what a long term, sustainable road repair would cost? 

Structural surveying has not been carried out at this location. California Bearing Ratio (CBR) surveys are typically undertaken at sites that are earmarked for large projects such as new infrastructure, road layout improvements or sites suffering from significant ground movement. Standard surveying of the carriageway is undertaken across the entire Essex network over a four-year cycle and is utilised via Scanner surveys to identify the condition of the carriageway surface.

Please see attached latest traffic data.

As part of a 60-year life cycle planning approach (the most cost-effective method), the next appropriate Capital carriageway treatment required at this site would be surface dressing. To undertake works between Fordham and Wormingford utilising this treatment would cost, on current estimates, approx. £75,000, a scheme for which has been added to the rolling programme for a future year.

In addition, our maintenance team have raised works for the section of road in question and others in the vicinity of Fordham that will hopefully be undertaken in January / February 2026, however, please note that this is weather dependant as the workforce are currently undertaking Winter Maintenance roles.

Residents can sign up for email alerts relating to upcoming works on https://one.network/uk/essex. 

1. when was the last time anyone from Senior Management or the Executive team, at Essex County Council, visited the Fordham community, and viewed, in person, the road themselves?

Essex Highways Senior Leadership team or the Executive team have not visited Fordham or specifically Church Road recently. It should be noted that the road in question is inspected on a quarterly basis as part of our highway’s inspection regime. It was last inspected on 7th October; therefore, the next inspection is due shortly. In addition, it is also worth noting that there are some planned carriageway patching repairs due on Church Road, currently planned for 21st January, subject to any impacts/delays of the current weather.
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