					
	

Freedom of Information Act Request
[bookmark: R0bd164e4dbe740bbb4bd60e1b548f6ff]
Reference: 	ECC19533416 12 25
Response:	16 December 2025

I can confirm that Essex County Council does hold this information, and where we are able to release this, our response is listed below.

[bookmark: R7c8b99fe11674a48929d90318ab60387]I write to request information from the team that manages Appointee & Deputyship cases on behalf of Essex Council.
The information I require is about cases where the client has passed away and Essex Council are still holding funds due to the estate.
We would like the following information which is not limited to what would have been provided to the Bona Vacanti, which removed their list from public view at the end of June 2025, so no cases are being dealt with, leaving Essex Council holding funds and creating a backlog of cases.
· Name of deceased
· Maiden name
· Last known address
· Any other previous addresses
· If the deceased owns property
· Date of birth
· Place of birth
· Date of death
· Place of death
· Has the death been registered
· Any known partners, friends or NOK details
· Approximate value of estate
· Amount of any known debts

[bookmark: s31c][bookmark: _Int_NbFt7oGb]I can confirm that Essex County Council does hold this information, but it is exempt from disclosure to you. The exemption applicable to the information you have requested is Section 31 (1) (c) of the Act – Law Enforcement/Administration of justice. It applies to the justice system as a whole. Amongst other interests, the exemption will protect information if its disclosure would undermine proceedings. 

We are applying s31 (1) (a) Law Enforcement – The Prevention or Detection of Crime, the reasons are explained below.  Section 31 is a prejudice-based exemption, this means that we must demonstrate that disclosing the information could be harmful. It is also subject to a public interest test as set out below. 

Prejudice:   
Our Fraud Team have made us aware that requests such as these are being used by scammers trying to claim the estates from deceased individuals. Whilst this may not be the case in this instance, any disclosure under FOI is considered a closure to the world at large which places legitimate heirs or other individuals at risk of harm from fraud.  

Public Interest Test: 
Factors in favour of non-disclosure:  
· To protect the information of the residents of Essex   
· To prevent the risk of fraud against individuals 
In favour of disclosure:  
· Informing public debate  

Balancing Test  
Whilst the information of the deceased is not covered by the Data Protection Act 2018, and therefore not subject to the s40 exemption; we have a duty to protect any confidential data, or data about those deceased persons which may, if made public, harm a living individual. Having considered the above factors, I believe the public interest is in favour of upholding this exemption. This is our refusal notice in respect of your request. 
 
In addition, we are also applying S40 to any information relating to living individuals. I can confirm that Essex County Council does hold this information, but it is exempt from disclosure. 
 
The exemption applicable to the information is Section 40(2) Personal Information. Personal data of third parties is exempt if disclosure would breach the principles of the Data Protection Act 2018. We believe that providing you with the information would breach the following Data Protection principles:  
 
· Data shall be fairly, lawfully, and transparently processed 

We are applying this exemption because 

a) we do not have the consent of the person who is the subject of the information to disclose it to you, 
b) we have not identified a legitimate interest for ECC to disclose this information under the Act,
c) disclosure does not meet any of the UK GDPR Article 6 or 9 conditions that would make it “necessary”.
 
Disclosure under the Act is a disclosure to the world at large and is free from any duty of confidence. We believe that the release of the requested information would cause unwarranted interference to the rights and freedoms and legitimate interests of the data subject(s). Such a disclosure would in our view constitute a breach of Article 8 in the Human Rights Act (the right to privacy and family life). 

This is our refusal notice in respect of your request. 
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