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Freedom of Information Act Request
[bookmark: Re29486da93af4cdbac1fe0b8ce115073][bookmark: R254a9cf1b0ac4ec986ac90a6fcd66bfa]Reference: 	ECC17592315 11 24
Response:	21 November 2024

I can confirm that Essex County Council does hold this information, and where we are able to release this, our response is listed below. 

1. [bookmark: Rc2995d63a8204414b0dd8827c87685b3]How many individuals are Essex County Council’s learning disabilities team currently responsible for?
2. Of the answer to question 1, how many of those individuals currently require a specialised or complex placement?
3. How many individuals are the Council’s Autism team currently responsible for?
4. Of the answer to question 3, how many of those individuals currently require a specialised or complex placement?
5. How many individuals are currently placed in psychiatric learning disability units?
6. How many individuals are currently waiting for a specialised or complex placement?
7. How many individuals with learning disability and/ or autism-related care and support needs are being supported out of county?
8. What is the average waiting time for a learning disability and/ or autism-related placement?

From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that compliance with your request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. This limit is calculated 18 hours of work at a cost of £25 per hour. 
 
The information you have requested is not available because it exceeds the cost limit. This is because it is not held in a reportable format and requires a manual interrogation of over 4,000 records. Taking an estimated 3 minutes per record, this equates to 200 hours of work which exceeds the cost limit laid out in the Act.

This letter acts as a Refusal Notice in respect of your request. 
 
[bookmark: _Int_2rpKH9kw]Under section 16 of the Act, our duty to assist those requesting information we advise that you should consider reframing your request to bring it under the cost limit.  For example, you might like to consider the following:

We require definition of what “Specialised” or “Complex” mean as the data is not held in that way. We also do not have adults aligned to teams in the way your request is asking for as our service adopts a multi-disciplinary approach.  Adults will be supported by the team which is most appropriate for them at each stage of their journey. 

If you would like to submit a reframed request which falls below the cost limit, or if you would like advice and assistance, then please do not hesitate to contact us and we will provide further support.
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