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Freedom of Information Act / Environmental Information Regulations Request
[bookmark: Re29486da93af4cdbac1fe0b8ce115073][bookmark: R254a9cf1b0ac4ec986ac90a6fcd66bfa]Reference: 	ECC17052723 07 24
Response:	23 July 2024

[bookmark: Rc2995d63a8204414b0dd8827c87685b3]I am writing to make a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 relating to support for care leavers for whom your local authority has corporate parenting responsibilities. 
1. Are care leavers given any “reasonable preference” for social housing under your local authority’s social housing allocations policy?
2. How many priority bands or categories does your local authority housing allocation policy have?
3. Under your local authority’s social housing allocations policy, which priority banding would care leavers be given if they had no additional need or vulnerability?
4. Are there any circumstances or criteria in which care leavers from other local authorities can be assessed as having a local area connection under your local authority’s housing allocations policy, and if so, what are these circumstances or criteria?
5. What are the criteria or circumstances in which care leavers aged 21-25 can be assessed as in priority need for a homelessness duty?
6. Are there circumstances or criteria in which care leavers can be assessed as intentionally homeless, and if so, what are these circumstances / criteria?
7. Does your local authority have a joint housing protocol for care leavers across children’s services and housing services?
8. Does your local authority currently provide a housing guarantor scheme for care leavers, and if so, what are the eligibility criteria for this scheme?
9. Does your local authority currently provide a tenancy deposit scheme for care leavers, and if so, what are the eligibility criteria for this scheme?

Although we support care leavers, we do not have responsibility for housing so we cannot answer these questions. 

I can confirm that Essex County Council does not hold this information. ECC are not a Tier 2 Housing authority, that responsibility sits within the jurisdiction of City, District and Borough Councils where this request should be directed. Under S.16 of the FOI Act it is our responsibility to assist and advise requesters, therefore please see the link below to the contact information for all councils within Essex.  
  
Contact your local council | Essex County Council  


Your Right to Know
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